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PROV. xvii. 14. 


The beginning of Strife is, as when one Fa 


out water : therefore leave off Contention, 
before it be meddled with. | 


T is an employment well becoming the character of 
wiſe and good men, who have made juſt obſerva- 
tions on the courſe of the world, to leave behind them 
aphoriſms of Wiſdom, whereby Poſterity may be di- 
rected in the purſuit of Happineſs. 

And Poſterity is in an eſpecial manner obliged to 
thoſe, who have ated well in high ſtations, and ſeen, 
as from a Watch-tower, what great Effects have fol- 
low'd from ſmall and unheeded Cauſes, if they ſhall 
have mark'd out thoſe dangerous * which lead to 
M.iſery and Ruin. 

Our wiſe and experienced Stateſman then, ir he had 
not been bleſs d with ſo large a portion of wiſdom from 
above, would yet have had a juſt claim to the acknow- 
ledgment of the greateſt Princes, and the attention of 
the wiſeſt People. 

Had our Forefathers paid a due regard to his maxims 
and counſels, we ſhould have had no occaſion to aſſemble 
this Day to lament the ſinfulneſs of their miſconduct. 
| 3 We 
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We ſhould be yet more blameable, if after ſo many 
wiſe Obſervations and Inſtructions, as the keeping of 
this Day has brought forth, we ſhould fall into any 
of thoſe Sins which we condemn and bewail in our 
Anceſtors. 

It is certainly one means to a right conduct, to re- 
flect on their miſcarriages and the miſchiefs which 
attended them. And if this Day had not been ſet 
apart by the Wiſdom and Piety of the Legiflature, for 
"Humiliation and Sorrow for the ſins of our Fathers, 
(and for any of our own, that may bear ſome re- 
ſemblance to them) yet upon the maxims of human 
policy it will ever deſerve to be kept, as a Day of 
Retrofpet# and Caution. In ſtead of being a day of 
mutual Reproach and Recrimination, it may (I think) 
be improv'd into a day of Union and Amity, by 
conſidering the miſchiefs which ariſe to all ſorts of 
men from Diſſention and Diſcord ; by calling to mind, 
that, The beginning of Strife is as when one letteth out 
water; and that therefore it is beft to leave off Contention 
before it be meddled with. 


I. The firſt part of theſe words, is an * 1 
The latter, an Aduice. 


Some Interpreters underſtand both of them to relate 
to Law-ſuits and private quarrels; and the Wiſe-man to 
re- 
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recommend the breaking them off, or the making them 
up, before iſſue be join'd, and they come to a public 
hearing; fuitably to the advice of our Saviour, Agree 
with thine Adverſary quickly, whiles thou art in the way 
with him, &c. * / 

But if we look back to the eleventh verſe, where it 
is ſaid, An evil man ſeeketh only Rebellion, therefore a 
cruel meſſenger ſhall be fent againſt him; we ſhall rather 
incline to take the words in the moſt extenſive meaning. 

However, there is ſo great an analogy between 
Law-fuits and Public Contentions;* and the ſpirit and 
temper and methods, by which both are uſually ma- 
naged, are ſo nearly alike; and the miſchief far greater, 
where Strife is carried on by a large number of per- 
ſons; that we may juſtly prefer that interpretation, 
which beſt ſuits this Day's Solemnity. 

The original words for Strife and Contention are 
often uſed promiſcuouſly, and tranflated accordingly. 
But here Contention ſeems to differ from Strife ; the 
former being more general, the latter more particular. 
Strife is by implication wholly forbid, as being moſt 
miſchievous ; Contention is regulated, and order'd to be 
left off, in due time, before it be meddled with, 


Matth. v. 25. 


>See an excellent Sermon againſt Litigiauſneſs, by the Archdeacon 
of Carliſle, lately printed at Cambridge, 
3 Con- 
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Contending by Reaſon and Argument, is frequently 
a Duty, recommended and practiſed by the beſt of 
men; and ſo long as it is managed with Coolneſs 
and Temper, tends to diſcover what is true, to ſupport 
what is right, and to prevent Strife. But ſo ſoon as the 
contending parties refuſe to hear Reaſon, and proceed 
with Heat and Paſſion, then ariſes Strife, whoſe begin- 
ning is elegantly compared by Solomon to the letting out 
of Water, a dangerous and unruly Element; which when 
once let out of its Banks, is not eafily reſtrained, or 
kept within compaſs. The Breach, which, it may be, 
was at firſt very ſmall, and might eafily have been ſtopp'd, 
will, if neglected, by degrees ſoon enlarge it ſelf by the 
preſſure of the water; and the Torrent grow ſo ſtrong 
and impetuous, as to. baffle every oppoſition, and bear 
down, and deluge all before it. | 
And it is by himſelf and other Sacred Writers no leſs 
juſtly reſembled to the kindling of à Fire, which turns 
every thing combuſtible into it ſelf, ſoon gets an amazing 
ſtrength, and is not eafily extinguiſh'd. As Coals are to 
burning Coals, and Wood to Fire; ſo is a Contentious man 
to kindle Strife. A haſty Contention kindleth a Fire 
and an haſty Strife (or fighting) ſheddeth Blood. * Behold, 
how great à matter a little Fire kindleth. 


© Proy, xxVi,22, *Eccl® xxviii 2. Jam. iii. 5. 


And 


— 
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And fo it muſt needs be. For when men ceaſe to 
manage their Contentions by Reaſon and Argument, 
every method, made uſe of to carry a Cauſe, tends to 
widen the Breach, and inflame the Adverſaries. Such 
are Perſonal Reproaches, and Leſſenings of men's Credit, 
to weaken their Opinions, provoking one another 
by harſh Anſwers and paſſionate Replies, till neither 
fide are cool enough to conſider the Conſequences, 
nor able, as it may happen, to. ſtop e in their 
Progreſs. 

80 ſpreading, ſo increaſing is a ſo mit. 
chievous and deſtructive is 3 be the matter in 
diſpute what it will. 

If a point ſhould be contended for, which. is ilige, 
it muſt needs be dangerous to any Society or Kingdom, 
whoſe Members are engaged in the quarrel; and the 
danger may, in the concluſion, reach to every Individual, 
Victory in fuch a cauſe is dearly purchaſed ; there will 
be ſmall reaſon to triumph over the conquer'd party: 
for the Proſperity of Fools will deſtroy them.* 

If the matter of the Strife ſhould only be unſtaſon- 
able, it may never the leſs prove miſchievous and fatal, 
by drawing men off from attending te things of the 
greateſt importance to the Public Welfare; and by 


i Prov, i. 32. RM 
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ſouring their temper, make Union and Concord even 
in theſe neceſſary points impracticable. 
For the manner alone, by which Striſ is ufually car- 
ried on, renders it impoſſible to be kept in due bounds : 
Wrath fpreads like infection; and numbers run in, to 
affiſt the contending parties: Seconds and Allies take 
up the quarrel with rage and bitterneſs; they artfully, 
or ignorantly, miſrepreſent what has been ſaid or 
done by the Adverſaries: ſo that every action and cir- 
cumſtance is ſeen in a wrong light; and is either mag- 
nified or diminiſhed, as it may ſerve their cauſe; and 
Truth, e pony {ral are quite loſt in the 
quarrel. 
| Even the Bud if, for which the Strife was at firſt 
begun, is neglected or forgotten: New Views open 
themſelves, and new Points are purſued with vehemence, 
as Waters are increaſed by new Rivulets and additional 
till the Brook becomes 
1 4B. and the River 
The Parties engaged go on from Speeches and Re- 
flections to Skirmiſhes and Battles; from the provoking 
of Wrath to the drawing of Blood; from ripping up 
of Grievanees to the deſtroying of Foundations; from 
reſtraining Prerogative and extending of Privilege, to 
the demolition of Government and loſs of Liberty; 


*Ecclꝰ· xxiv. 31, 


from 
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from mending of the Church, to the downfall of Re- 
ligion, and ruin of Morality, 


unjuſtifiable meaſures, ſo Rivalſbip and Hatred, Am- 
bition and Envy, Pride and Revenge, Anger and Folly, 
puſh others on to the moſt dangerous Exceſſes. So 
that by bold and reſolute perſons an Oppoſition may 
be carried on, till a whole Kingdom be inflamed, and 
| &wided againſt itſelf : and then (we are well aſſur d) 
it cannot ſtand. 

The Hiſtory of the unhappy Strife, ſmall at firſt, 
which at length brought on the Tragedy of this Day, 
fo reproachful to the Nation, ſo ſcandalous to Chriſ- 
tianity, would furniſh us with more proofs of the 
Wiſe- man's aſſertion, than this Diſcourſe will admit, 
or any Britiſh Audience can need. | 

It was the misfortune of the good Prince, whoſe Death 


we bewail, to have the Seeds of Diſſention ſown in his 


Father's days; to inherit a Crown ſet with Thorns ; to 
be put into the hands of ſome ambitious and intereſted 
Counſellors, whoſe buſineſs it was to keep him at a 
diſtance from his Parliament; whence the unhappy 
Contention began, Whether Grievances ſhould be- firſt 
heard and redreſs d, or the neceſſary Supplies be firſt 
granted, 


Matt. xii. 25. 


After 


As Fears and Jealoufies hurry ſome into raſh and 


Re 
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After this, he was ill adviſed to make ſome un- 
warrantable Efforts to ſupply his Wants: and when 
convinced of his miſtake, comply d too eaſily with De- 
mands no leſs unwarrantable; granted ſuch Powers to 
his Adverſaries as he could not recall; and at an un- 
guarded hour gave up a great and faithful Servant to 

the mercileſs revenge of his unſatiable Enemies. 
The Oppoſition, which was at firſt begun by men of 
Public Spirit and juſtly jealous of Encroachment on 
their Liberties, by degrees became factious and obſti- 
nate; and commenced an inflexible Antipathy to our 
moſt excellent Conſtitution in Church and State : which 
puſh'd them on with their Adherents to aggravate every 
real or pretended Grievance ; to malign every ſtep and 
meaſure taken by the King ; to inflame a great part of 
the City and Country againſt all poſſible methods of 
Peace and Reconciliation : till at length the whole Na- 
tion became ingaged in a long Civil War, which like 
a Deluge bore down all Oppoſition from Reaſon and 
Religion, and involved moſt of the beſt Families in 
the common Ruin. And ſuch a torrent of Hereſies and 
Sects, ſuch an Inundation of Atheiſm and Profaneneſs 
was poured in upon us, as not all the Learning and good 
Senſe of the laſt and preſent Age have been able wholly 

to put a ſtop to, 


If 
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In the midſt of theſe Diſtractions Crafty Men of in- 
ferior rank and ſmall note in the Commonwealth be- 
came powerful Meddlers in the Strife, and made their ad- 
vantage of the general Confuſion. And a few barbarous 
Wretches, intoxicated with Ambition and ſucceſsful 
Wickedneſs, brought their Sovereign by a mock Court of 
Juſtice, * and the moſt infamous and contemptible Wit- 
neſſes, to the Block, where all the Virtues, which can 
adorn a Chriſtian Martyr, ſhone out in the ſtrongeſt 
Luſtre ; and the People, the deluded and infatuated 
People, became ſubject to the moſt odious Tyranny, and 
the moſt oppreſſive Government, | 

While Strife and Contentions are growing to ſuch 

enormous heights, the Management is taken from men 
of Moderation, and thrown into the hands of Violence 
and Cruelty ; and Religion, Learning, and Nobility, 
are deſpiſed and trampled upon by Hypocrify, Igno- 
rance, and the Dregs of the People; ® where Emnuying 
and Strife is, there is Confufion, and every Evil Work. 

Theſe and infinite others are the Miſeries, which the 
Beginners, and Fomenters of Strife may bring upon a 


| Rich and Happy People, men 


* See Dr. Nalſen's Journal. 
= Jam. iii, 16, 


C their 


10 A Sermon preached before 


their lawful Governors, and by infuſing into them all 
that Rage and Fury, which mean natures readily im- 
bibe, but cannot eaſily get rid of. Poſſeſs d with a Zeal 
without Knowledge, and darken'd with Enthuſiaſm, 
without any thing but the Form of Godlineſs, they 
are driven along with the Violence of the Stream, till 


they periſh in the Waters. 
Nor is it in the power of the Leaders themſelves, to 


moderate dr reſtrain the Fury they have raiſed; or 
bring the Waters they have let out, into the Channel 
again, or confine them to their proper receptacle: Ir it 
God alone, who flilleth the Raging of the Sea, and the 
Madneſs of the People. 5 

But it is time to leave this Ss He ER 
Diſcourſe, which: is apt to grow upon our thoughts, til! 
we forget to. conſider, by what means the miſchiefs we 
have been ſpeaking of, may be prevented. > 

II. Let us then go back to the Advice given in the 
Text: Therefore have off Contention, before it be meddled 
to ro at: 3392323 
naturally follow from it ? then leave off Contention in 
due ſeaſon. This is the method, which the Wiſe King 
recommends, And we are now to enquire, what is 
meant by theſe words, before it be meddled with, 


» Pſal, xv. 7. 


And 
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And here both the Tranſlators and Interpreters differ 
fo widely from one another, that I do not chuſe to pro- 
duce them, nor ſhall I undertake to reconcile them. 
Moſt of them agree in this, that the original word 
ſignifies being mixed, or mingled: but ſome Critics give 
us another meaning of the word, viz. “ oe and 
diffuſing itſelf, which has a near relation to mixing. 
The Conjugation made uſe of denotes frequent 'and 
reciprocal Action. And the meaning may be, before the 
Contention be too much diffuſed; or ended with Paſ- 
fion ; or the Parties proceed to open Rapture and Hoſti- 
lities; or other Perſons mix themſelves in the Quarrel. 
The word being found only in this Book and tht 
but in two other places, I beg leave to produce them, 
that we may enter inte Solomon's way of thinking on 
this ſubject, and nearly aſcertain his Meaning. 
One is this; I is an Honour for a Man to ceaſe from 
Strife : but every Fool will be medlding. Ks 
The other is ; * Through defire, a Man, © having fe- 
parated himſelf, ſeeketh and mtermeddleth with all Ni, 
dom. That is, Through ſome evildefire, a fparated Man, 
who has nothing to do in the Affait, will thruſt hindelf / 
into every Cauſe, (and pronoumer upon it at alf adven- 
tures), The reaſon follows; for 4 bol zurb no delgbr 


in Underſtanding, but that his Heart may di W it . 


From the Miſbna and it's Commentators, 
Prov. xx. 3. ? Prov. xviii, I, 


C2 There 
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There is a Third place, very nearly a-kin to the ſub- 
ject in queſtion, where the Wiſe-man warns his Diſ- 
ciples from meddling in other men's Quarrels from the 
Danger that is like to follow to themſelves. 

1 He that paſſeth by, and meddleth with Strife belonging 
not to him, is like one that taketh a Dog (or a Wolf) by 
the ears. — Where no Mood is, the Fire goeth cut: ſo 
where there is no Tale-bearer (Whiſperer, or 3 the 
Strife ceaſeth. 

From all which places compared ts; our Tranſ- 
lation ſeems well warranted, and the Meaning to be this, 
before the Contention be diſfiiſed and * with by 
other Perſons. 

Jo apply then. If an Adanbly, Society, Family, or 
Kingdom, have any domeſtic Contentions, it is adviſe- 
able to end them, before they get abroad, before People 
without doors interpoſe, and meddle with them ; and 
more eſpecially before Enemies mix in the! Qua go, 


and inflame the Difference. 


For vrhen theſe: een 
and make themſelves Judges in other men's Quarrels, 
they generally find their own account in ſtirring up the - 
Paſſions of the contending Parties; and by inſinuating 
pretended Friendſhip to one or both of them, foment 
Diſcord, and increaſe the Diſſention, 


Prov. Xxvi. 17. 20. 


It 
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It is well known, how induſtrious the Jeſuits and 
Politicians of France were, in the time of the Great Re- 
bellion, to ſet the People of England againſt King 
Charles, and againſt our Church-Government, with a 
deſign to weaken the Proteſtant Intereſt, and promote 
their own, at our Coſt. 

Foreign Adverſaries may poſſibly have ſome Factious 
Partizans here, who beſt know, what poiſonous Infuſi- 
ons are found to operate moſt effectually on the Minds 
of diſaffected Perſons ; and theſe may adminiſter ſuch, 
as tend to looſen the bands of Friendſhip, and diſſolve 
all the ligaments of the Body Politic. | 

And it muſt be own'd, that many Miniſters of the 

Goſpel (foreign to their Profeſſion, which enjoins them 
to be Peace-makers) were too like thoſe Jeſuits in ſtir- 
ring up the People to Rebellion. 

Denn by the Inſtructions and Examples of thei 
Patrons, they ſow'd Diſſention among the Vulgar ; and 
made them not only Meddlers, and Promoters, but 
Judges in the Public Controverſies. Perſons, far un- 
fit for ſuch Offices: guided more by Affection and 
. Friendſhip, than by Reafon and Argument, they im- 
plicitly rely on their Leaders, and follow that Side of 
the Queſtion, which their Patrons recommend, and 
their Favorites conduct; though it ſhould happen, 

that 
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that the Blind lead the Blind, and both fall into the 
Ditch. 

Many other ſuch Inſtances might be produced from 
Hiſtory, and Reaſons given, were it neceſſary, why all 
Public Difputes and Contentions ſhould be of ſhort 
duration, and managed v0 hin doors, by few Perſons, and 
thoſe principally concerned, the cooleſt and wiſeſt that 
can be choſen ; * Leaders of the People by their Counſels, 
and by their Knowledge of Learning meet for the People; 
wiſe and eloquent in their Inflruftions ; Rich men furniſt'd 
with Ability, living peaceably in their Habitations : ſo that 
Contention might be left off, before it be medled with. 


The Advice is indeed fo excellent, and fo neceſſary 
at all times, and in all places, to be follow'd, that one 
cannot but with, Means might be found to put it in 
And it has been fo often and fo pathetically recom- 
mended from the Throne, that I perſwade my ſelf, that 
the Honourable Perſons here preſent are as deſirous to 
ſee if carried into execution by all others, as by them- 
ſelves. And it is hoped, that their example will in time 
give it ſuch Weight and Authority, as will influence and 
perſwade every other Aſſembly, Society, and Commu- 
pity in the whole Kingdom, to do likewiſe, 


Matt. xv. 14- * Eccl® xliv. 4, 6. 
When 
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When Men of Birth, Education, and Fortune, are 
govern'd in all Queſtions by the Dictates of Reaſon, 
and diveſt themſelves of all Prejudice and Paſſion ; they 
ſoon reduce all their Differences to an inconſiderable 
quantity, and ſettle in ſuch a Medium, as Candor and 
Equity muſt approve. And ſuch Conduct cannot fail of 
recommending it ſelf to the judgement and imitation of 
every impartial obſerver. 

For if a ſingle Perſon of Integrity and Wiſdom ne- 
ceflarily acquires to himſelf a great degree of Authority 
in every Society and Aſſembly of which he is a Mem- 
ber; how much more forcible and cogent will the Union 
of Wife Men, choſen from all Parts, agreeing in the 
beſt meaſures, be, to correct Popular Miſtakes, and 
compoſe all Differences. Unanimity in {6 ilhuftrious a 
Body commands univerſal Attention; they become more 
than Repreſentatives ; they are Healers of the People, 
and Directors of their Conſtituents, = 

As there are in every Science acknowledg'd Axioms, 
by which the moſt diſtant Queſtions and Caſes may be 
decided; ſo when Gentlemen of Learning and Expeti- 
ence agree to determine all their Controverſies by the 
Maxims of Policy, their Afembly muſt be the 
nobleſt School of Wiſdom in the whole World. 

Though it be a great Misfortune to our Country, 


that we are divided into Parties; and that the hg, 
0 
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of all Parties take the Opinions of their Leaders for in- 
diſputable Truths, and make them the Standards of 
Right and Wrong; (which is the ſame, as to have in one 
Bag diverſe Weights and diverſe Meafures ;) that they 
are wonderfully pleaſed, when the adverſe Party make a 
Slip; and, when they get the leaſt Advantage, endea- 
vour to puſh them 0 the Side, though they ſhould en- 
danger the ſinking of the Veſſel, in which are all car- 

ried, as in one common Bottom; I ſay, though ſuch be 
our unfortunate and diſtemper'd condition, yet we ſeem 
to have in our hands a Remedy, as extenſive and as 
powerful as the Malady. | 

For when the General Aſſembly of great and wiſe 
men lay aſide the Narrouneſi of Party, and the Weak- 
ne of Reſentment, when they keep their eye intent on 
the grand End of their Calling, and purſue it by the 
beſt means poſſible ; when they make proper Allow- * 
ances for Human Infirmities or unforeſeen Accidents, 
which may and will happen in the Conduct of great 
Affairs, where the Machine conſiſts of many Wheels, 
and has a variety of Movements; when ſuch as are neareſt 
to the Throne, from thence learn to. regard the good of 
their whole Country ; and thoſe, who are placed at a 
greater diſtance, have the profoundeſt reverence for 


Deut. xxv. 13, 14. 
the 


the Hoife if , r 
the Perſon, and Family, and Authority of the King, 
whoſe Honour and Reputation, whoſe Wiſdom and 
Courage, make him as well the Arbiter and Stator of 
the Liberty of Europe, as He is by Office and Inclinds/ 
tion the Defender of our Faith and the Supporter of 
our Religion; the Fame and Report thereof goes out into 
all Lands, ee e 
into Unity and Concord. 

Such fweet Agreement prepares the way * n 
ſonings, and Perſwaſions of the Preachers; and makes 
the moſt ſtubborn tempers obſequious to thoſe Pre- 
cepts, which recommend entire Concord and the maſt 
extenſive Benevolence. It reſembles: the Odour and 
Perfume of that Holy Anointing Oyl,* made aſter the 
Divine Preſcription, which was poured on the Head' of 
Aaron the n and ran n ee 
his Garment. 110 Aa 

So diffuſive, fo grateful, Pi vr + Abbes 
which is derived from the Example of Great and Good 
men to the loweſt of the People. Even theſe will 
readily learn, that the Honour and Dignity of the King, 
and Univerſal Love and Affection to Him, are among 
ſuch things, as contribute moſt to their own Welfare and 
Safety. An 


2 Exod, xx, 25. » PH M m. 
D the 
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the People, and conſult for the e ee 
as fear God aud honour the King. 

And indeed they will judge rightly: ann 
Man fitly repreſent the Good People, who does not ſup- 
port the Authority of God, by uh Kings reign, and 
Nations are bleſs'd; and honour His Vicegerent? If 
the Divine Authority be flighted, all human Laws will: 

loſe their obligatory Force, all moral Duties will be 
neglected, and Religion, the Cement of Society, will 
be trampled under foot. And if the Authority of the 
King be not kept up, there will ariſe Contempt and 
Wrath ; no Species of Authority can be upheld either 
in Church or State, or even. in Societies and private 
Families: and then e ene what fs 
right in his own eye. 

So neceſſary is the Fear of God to both Prince an 
People. Of ſuch importance are Religion and _— 
to the Public Peace and Safety. 

*Caft out the Scorner (ſays Solomon) and Content 
ſhall go out; yea Strife and Reproach ſhall ceaſe, —— 

5 But if ye have bitter Exvoying and Strife in your hearts, 
2 not : This Wiſdom deſcendeth 2 above; 
but is earthly, ſenſual, ne | 


© Prov. viii. 5. Fb. i. 18. « Judg, xvii, 6. 
Prov. xxii. 10. r 


the Houſe of Commons. -- rg 

There is no better Policy, no truer Wiſdom; than to 

preſerve ſuch Union between the King and the People, 

as is between the Head and the Members of the fame 

Body natural, whoſe Intereſt is RIVER and hols | 
Affection is reciprocal. } 2% 


Let every one then in hs Sphere apd Station ende. 
vor to keep the Unity of the Spirit inthe Bond of Peace; 
to quench every Spark of Piſcord and Strife, which 
may have already ſeized on the lighter Materials, leſt 
the more ſolid and ſtrong prove as Ju, and both burn 
together, till none be able to quench them. 

To bring this happy Work to effect, there is but one 
certain and never-failing Method, which is this ; to re- 
gulate our whole Condu@hy the Ford of God, which 
is, in all Caſes, * @ Light to our Feet, and a Lamp unto 
our Paths; and from whence we are inſtructed to have 
ſuch Love to each other, ſuch Unity, as is betwixt 
Chriſt and his Church; ae every Duty 
recommended by Right Reaſon and the Beſt Policy. 
He that maketh the Law of God his Delight and Coun- 
ſeller, vill ſee, that all other Perfection comes to an end; 
but, that the Commandment of God is exceeding broad. 


d Eph, iv, 3. Iſai, i. 31, * Plal cxix, 105. * Plal, cxix. 96. 
The 


de Wifdom that is from above, is firſt pure, then 
feaceable; gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy 
and Good: Fruits; without Partiality,. and without Hy- 
Facrify. . And the Fruit of Righteouſneſs (the Reward 
of the Righteous) is ſown in Peace of them that make. 
Peace. 

From thence be Streng may learn to bear with the 
Weak; * and fo fhew compaſſion to thoſe who are miſled,” 
making a difference; To conclude, we ſhall learn to 
” honour all Men, to love the Brotherhood, en, 
and to honour the Ring. 1 


9 


* Jam. ii. 27528, : Rom. xv. 1. Jude 22; Pet. il. 17. 
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